IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
____________________________________

In the Matter of:

)
)
ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION )
OF PLAN B WORKGROUP
)
RECOMMENDATIONS AS
)
PRESUMPTIVE STANDARDS FOR
)
REMOTE AND IN-PERSON HEARINGS )
____________________________________)

Administrative Order
No. 2022 - 46

In June 2021, the Arizona Supreme Court’s COVID-19 Continuity of Court Operations
During a Public Health Emergency Workgroup (Plan B Workgroup) recommended best practices
that should be retained or adapted post-pandemic, which included a recommendation that courts
continue to use and expand technology to conduct remote court proceedings. It reconvened in
January 2022 to develop and make additional recommendations regarding the use of remote
hearings post-pandemic. On February 22, 2022, the Plan B Workgroup issued a report,
Recommended Remote and In-Person Hearings in Arizona State Courts in the Post-Pandemic
World (“Report”).
On March 24, 2022, the Arizona Judicial Council approved adoption of the Report, which
includes as Appendix 1 the Plan B Workgroup’s recommendations about which hearing types
should be held remotely and which should be held in-person.
Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution,
IT IS ORDERED adopting the presumptive standards as set forth in Appendix 1 of the
Report regarding which hearing types should be held remotely and which should be held in-person
in Arizona courts (“Presumptive Standards”).
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any Presumptive Standard inconsistent with the Arizona
Rules of Court shall supersede procedural requirements of the rules.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the presiding judge of the superior court may adapt the
Presumptive Standards as necessary due to limitations in local court resources, bandwidth,
technology hardware, software, and staffing or, for good cause, to meet unique needs in their
respective counties. The presiding judge of the superior court shall issue administrative orders
adopting the standards for the superior court and for the justice of the peace courts in their county.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the presiding justice of the peace in each county shall
coordinate with the other justices of the peace in the county to provide recommendations to the
county superior court presiding judge regarding the Presumptive Standards that should be adopted
for the justice of the peace courts in that county.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, after consultation and approval from the presiding judge
of the superior court in that county, the presiding judge of each municipal court may adapt the
Presumptive Standards as necessary due to limitations in local court resources, bandwidth,
technology hardware, software, and staffing or, for good cause, to meet unique needs in their city.
The presiding judge of each municipal court shall issue a local administrative order adopting the
standards.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent feasible, the Presumptive Standards
adopted for co-located justice of the peace and municipal courts shall be the same for each court.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that administrative orders adopting the Presumptive
Standards for remote and in-person hearings shall include a provision that authorizes a judge
assigned to a case to make a hearing-specific deviation from the presumptive manner in which a
hearing must be held if holding the hearing in the presumptive manner is not practical or otherwise
not in the interest of justice. The provision must include a requirement to provide notice to the
parties when such a deviation is made.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Presumptive Standards as adopted pursuant to this Order
shall be implemented no later than October 1, 2022.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an administrative order issued pursuant to this Order
shall be posted on the website of the courts to which it applies.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of all such administrative orders shall be
submitted to the Administrative Office of the Courts within 30 days of issuance.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Administrative Director of the Administrative Office
of the Courts shall provide an analysis of the adaptations from the Presumptive Standards made
by the presiding judges to the Arizona Judicial Council for consideration at its December 2022
meeting. The analysis should distinguish adaptations necessitated due to limitations in local court
resources, bandwidth, technology hardware, software, and staffing from those adaptations made
by the presiding judges for good cause to meet unique needs in their respective jurisdictions.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Administrative Director of the Administrative Office
of the Courts shall approve a model administrative order template consistent with this Order to be
provided to courts to use to implement the requirements of this Order.
Dated this 27th day of April, 2022.
FOR THE COURT:

___________________________________
ROBERT BRUTINEL
Chief Justice
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